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Successful Spring Fair and Local History Event on a glorious sunny day 

 

As well as our own stalls which all did very well, especially the tombola and plants, we had more outsider stalls than 
we've had before, including a selection of tasty food stalls. The Blue Ribbon Children's Craft Tent and the Bouncy 
Castle kept the children happy. Sandwell Model Boat Club brought along a very interesting variety of crafts which 
they sail on the Park pool on Wednesday afternoons and Sunday mornings.  

Jensen Owners Club proved to be very popular with six cars on display. The Local History Event in the Events Room 
had some great items on display. Mike Fenton brought along a very eclectic selection from his huge collection, and 
the West Bromwich Naval Club brought along some equally interesting items from the memorabilia which is on 
display in their Club in Bull Lane. West Bromwich Local History Society had a stall promoting their ‘West Bromwich at 
War’ project and a book signing stall for their excellent 'Reuben Farley - The Man of West Bromwich'. 

We were a little worried about 'Blind Dave' arriving on time because he was training for his Escape from Alcatraz 
Triathlon by swimming in open water in Tamworth, but he arrived bright and fresh and ready for his book signing.  

The Friends of Dartmouth Park would like to thank everyone who came along to our event - stall holders and 
customers - and also a big thank you for the glorious weather we had on Saturday 7 May. 

Paul McElhinney from Jensen Owners 

Club  receiving photographs  from an ex-

Jenson employee, Peter Jones, which 

had once been on the wall of Jensen’s 

Board Room

There were some surprise visitors on the 'boating' pool today—23 June. 
These elegant swan pedal boats were being given the once over before they 
take residence on the pool during the children's six weeks holiday. 

From the beginning of the restoration our members have asked for boats to 
return to Dartmouth Park and the swans might not be quite what they 
expected, but it is certainly a step in the right direction. 
 
Can't wait to see them in action.  Photograph taken by Mark Barrett 

Surprise Visitors to the Park 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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The West Bromwich Mural successfully reaches its new home 

The  West Bromwich Building Society’s old Head 
Office was a hive of industry on Monday 16 May 
when the contractors, Russell and Mark, arrived to 
remove the stunning West Bromwich Mural that's 
been in their reception since 1978.  

With the Building Society having relocated to new 
state-of-the-art headquarters in Providence Place, 
the Friends of Dartmouth Park thought it would be 
a great opportunity to put the mural on permanent 
public display somewhere in West Bromwich and 
Sandwell Park Farm was suggested. The Building 
Society were very generous and transferred the 
mural into the ownership of the Friends of 
Dartmouth Park. We applied to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and were delighted to receive funding for the 
mural's removal and installation into its new home. 

Following a search we were very pleased to have 
found the mural's talented artist, William Burgess, 
and he was on hand at the start of the work to help 
with deciding on the best way to remove it without 
causing any damage. 

I was stunned when I returned in the late afternoon 
of day one to see how the contractors were 
progressing and found they had completed the first 
stage by removing all the sections and placing 
them out on the floor - see parts of the mural top 
right. 

The wall in the Building Society has now been 
restored by Mark the plasterer.  

The murals were fixed onto a wooden backing and 
Russell and Mark took them to Sandwell Park 
Farm. Near right is a photograph of one of the 
murals being installed at the Farm. 

All the murals are now in place and the artist, 
William Burgess, has spent a morning tidying up 
any little chips that had appeared during its journey 
from the Building Society to Sandwell Park Farm. 

It is now in pristine condition for everyone to enjoy 
and signage has been produced describing the 
detail in each separate mural.  There is also a 
leaflet telling the story of the West Bromwich Mural. 

We held an event on Tuesday 21 June, when 
William Burgess cut the ribbon to launch the mural. 
It was attended by many of the people and 
organizations who have supported the project, 
including Nick Truman from WBBS, local historian, 
Terry Price, Moreen Wilkes and Pauline Lawley 
from West Bromwich Local History Society, and, of 
course, staff from Sandwell Park Farm who have 
been crucial to the project.   Russell Bowen, the 
contractor who carried out the delicate removal and 
installation work joined us for the ribbon cutting, but 
had to dash back to the roof he was repairing. We 
were also pleased that Adrian Scarrott, who is 
Director of Neighbourhoods for SMBC, could join 
us. Our Chair, Sue Slater, thanked everyone who 
had supported the project and invited them to 
afternoon tea in the Study Centre where Mark 
Barrett, our Social Historian, had produced a 
display of William Burgess’s other work  for the 
WBBS created over a 20 year period..   

The photograph above shows from the left, Nick Truman 
from the WestBrom, William Burgess, cutting the ribbon, 

Sue Slater our Chair, Adrian Scarrott, Director of 
Neighbourboods for SMBC, Carol Hartill, and Matt Darby, 

Operational Manager, Parks and Countryside. 
(Photograph courtesy of the Express & Star) 
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Fox and Dogs Pub 

Hill Top 

A Smethwick Lad in Dartmouth Park by Ewart J Johnson 

In the early 1950s my parents purchased a small shop in Spon Lane between Chances Drive and Elsie Passage 
(Chances Crate Yard) and we spent most of our time in West Smethwick Park, but as it did not have a slide we did 
stray over the border and the main old line canal to Kenrick Park in West Bromwich, where there were slides and 
sometimes we jumped on the No.16 bus at the Spon Croft to Dartmouth Square to enjoy the delights of Dartmouth 
Park itself. 
 
I remember playing on the old Pitch and Putt Miniature Golf Course before it disappeared when the Express Way was 
built. Unlike the Pitch and Putt at West Smethwick the Dartmouth Park Course had bunkers with sand in them and was 
far hillier or perhaps on more of a slope than West Smethwick.  Dartmouth Park, of course, also boasted the slide that 
we did not have.  Let us not forget the Boating Lake around which I rowed many a time.  I also recall the unusual 
Bandstand that took the form of an open air theatre with a flat area for seats. Not forgetting the Tearoom in the centre 
of the Park—mind in my day it was more a glass or bottle of Mason's pop than a cup of tea. 
 
I have a vague recollection as I walked around the pool on my way to King George V Playing Fields of a white washed 
wall where there were birds in cages, or is this my imagination, and a Bowling Green behind it. I may be wrong it is 
near 60 years ago now. 
 
I do remember when I became a Referee I joined West Bromwich Referees Association and would cut through the 
Park to get to the Changing Rooms on the Playing Fields.  I later became Secretary of West Bromwich R.A. and 
Referees Secretary to the West Bromwich Saturday League.   
 
I recall a re-enactment of a 19

th
 Century Albion Match in the Park probably in 1979 to commemorate 100 Years of 

West Bromwich Albion. Although a Smethwick lad through and through I am an avid West Bromwich Albion supporter.  
 
Yes many happy times were spent man and boy in Dartmouth Park by this lad from Smethwick.  I would wish the 
Friends of Dartmouth Park all the best and hope these few word bring back memories to many.   
 
 Editor’s note: It wasn’t your imagination Ewart—some photographs to prove it.  The boy riding the tricycle past the 

birds is Paul Adams and the lady playing pitch and putt is the late Marion Timmins, nee Bennett. She is also one of 

players on the bowling green.  These last two photographs supplied by Ernie Timmins.  

Ivan Walker sadly passes away age 98 

Ivan was one of the first members of the 
Friends of Dartmouth Park, way back in 
2008, and he contributed much to our 
Social History Project by way of stories and 
photographs relating to his memories of the 
Park. He supported everything that the 
Friends of Dartmouth Park wanted to 
achieve. 

Ivan will be sadly missed by the Friends’ 
Group and all who knew him. Our thoughts 
are with his family at this time.   

Ivan loved the Park and enjoyed being a 
Friend of Dartmouth Park.  His daughter, 
Carol, has therefore decided that,  instead 
of flowers, donations be made to the Friends of Dartmouth Park in Ivan’s memory.  The money will go towards a PA 
system for the new Bandstand.   

The photographs were taken when Jill, Ivan’s niece, was on holiday from Canada and visited Betty Finney in her home 
in the Park, because Lawrence, her husband, had lived in the Park as a child and had come back on a nostalgic visit. 
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If I am in the house on Sunday mornings I usually tune in to the programme called Hunted on Radio WM. For 
those who haven't heard it is a sort of treasure hunt. As it says on their website: "three hours and five clues to 
find one person in Birmingham and the Black Country."  

The Hunter is in a car and their only tools are a map and a radio to connect them to the WM studio - so they 
rely on listeners to help solve the clues which guide them to each subsequent location. Oh and by the way at 
each location they have to complete a challenge before they can get access to the next clue. Confused? 
Hopefully not! 

Anyway on 15th May I had the radio on and one of the clues sent the Hunter to Salter's Lane/Sandwell 
Valley. My first thought was that they might be heading to the new Foot Golf facility that has just opened but it 
transpired that the destination was the Crazy Golf course. Since I live quite close I decided to grab my 
camera and walk down to take a look. 

The Hunter that day was Debi Massey and the challenge was for her and her driver (Andy) to complete a 
round of Crazy Golf to earn the clue for their next destination. As she exited the car we exchanged a few 
pleasantries and I got a couple of photos and I thought it was time to head back home. But as she completed 
the round and gained the clue she beckoned me over and asked if I would read it out over the air. I wasn't 
exactly prepared and as the clues are VERY cryptic the best way seemed to be to read it a single word at a 
time. It didn't help that the second line was written in French but luckily I had scraped an A-level pass in 
French many moons ago so that got me over that hurdle. I must have done OK as I got a big thank-you from 
Debi and the presenter in the studio. I was a bit cheeky and asked if I could keep the original of the clue as a 
souvenir but of course Debi needed to take it with her. As an alternative she wrote me a very nice thank you 
note on an envelope and gave me that instead! 

Good fun all round and most definitely not what I thought was on my agenda when I got out of bed that 

morning!  Below centre is driver Andy and right is Hunter Debi Massey. 

Radio WM's "Hunted" in Sandwell Valley by Mark Barrett 

Birmingham & Solihull Jazz & Blues Festival  

has Dartmouth Park's new Bandstand as one of its venues 

Rudie and The Revolvers will be performing in the Park on Saturday 23 
July at 13.00 on our brand new Bandstand. 

The band were voted the No. 1 Ska and Soul tribute band around the UK. 
Rudie and The Revolvers have been together for some five years, playing 
all around the country and headlining at the Cavern in Liverpool in June 
2012, following a national tour supporting Bruce Foxton's 'From The Jam' 
and 'Dexys Bootleg Runners'. 

The Friends of Dartmouth Park were delighted to receive a Community Recognition Award from 
Sandwell MBC for the voluntary work we do in the Park. The ceremony took place at West 
Bromwich Town Hall on the 21 June and two of our members Joan Burns and Jackie Williams 
collected the Award on behalf of the group. They said it was an excellent event and greatly 
enjoyed by all who attended.  

We would like to thank Sandwell MBC for recognising the input of volunteer groups and the 
difference they make in the community. 


